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To learn more about our mission, vision and values, visit www.OmahaWomensFund.org.

Equity

PROTECTING SURVIVORS OF VIOLENCE
From Debt Collectors

Continue reading for an explanation of the importance of LB 772 and what it does.

No survivor should be caught in a cycle of debt because they sought 
the medical care they needed in the aftermath of an assault.

Access to medical care is an essential resource for many survivors. The risk of accruing significant medical debt 
and associated negative financial consequences, such as a damaged credit rating, can serve as a barrier to 
survivors seeking appropriate care for their injuries. LB 772 will prevent health care providers from referring 
medical bills to collection agencies for related treatment from injuries arising from sexual assault, domestic 
assault and child abuse, reducing the financial hardship survivors experience when seeking medical services.

LB 772 does NOT prevent a health care provider from seeking reimbursement for health care services 
from the survivor, insurance or other available forms of payment—it simply prevents a survivor 
from being sent to collections.

The National Crime Victimization Survey found that 

58% of female sexual assault victims experience injury.4
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How LB 772 Supports Survivors
LB 772 makes it unlawful for a health care provider to:

• Refer a medical bill, related to the treatment of injuries from sexual 
assault, domestic assault or child abuse, to a collection agency 
against the victim or the victim’s family.

• Distribute information about the status of payment that would 
affect the victim or victim’s family’s credit rating in any way.

LB 772 aims to protect survivors from debt collectors but does not 
prevent health care providers from seeking payment for the 
services from the victim, insurance companies or any other source.

Why is it important that LB 772 specifically supports  
victims of sexual and domestic assault?

Domestic and sexual violence cases are frequently underreported in comparison to cases involving other 
violent crimes; nearly half of all instances of domestic violence and more than two out of three sexual assaults 
go unreported to police.5 Whereas survivors might be less likely to report what has happened to them, 
oftentimes pressing injuries require them to seek care from medical professionals. Health care providers play 
a unique role in identifying survivors by both providing appropriate care and being a connecting point to 
other services and professionals.

LB 772 ensures that survivors can receive needed care and will not experience a burden 
of debt after their visit. By supporting this greater access to care, medical professionals 
ensure survivors are identified, their situations are reported as needed, and appropriate 
support and intervention takes place.
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